History of the District
Evergreen Park and Recreation District
June 15, 2010

1

9/17/10

2

9/17/10

Table of Contents
History of the District ............................................................................................. 4
What is a Special District? .............................................................................................4
What are our Boundaries? ............................................................................................4
Who Governs and Manages the District?......................................................................5
How Many Facilities, Parks, Fields and Trails Does EPRD Have? Where Are They? ......5
FACILITIES...................................................................................................................6
PARKS.........................................................................................................................7
FIELDS ........................................................................................................................8
TRAILS ........................................................................................................................9
Where Does the Money to Run the District Come From?.............................................9
District Employees.......................................................................................................10
Outstanding Programming ..........................................................................................10

3

9/17/10

History of the District
The Evergreen Park and Recreation District (originally named the Evergreen Metropolitan
Recreation and Park District and renamed in 1992) was authorized in January 1969 by a vote of the
residents of the area. The stated purpose of the District was to provide recreational opportunities
to its residents and construct a community center with a swimming pool.
The voters approved financing for construction of a recreation center in January 1970. The center,
known as the Evergreen Recreation Center, was opened on February 1, 1973. This facility has
undergone several additions to meet the growing needs of the community. A 1975 bond issue
financed an expansion doubling center size. The most recent additions and renovations were made
possible by a grant from Jefferson County Open Space and were completed in 1985, 1996, and
2007. The Center was renamed on February 5, 2008, the Wulf Recreation Center in honor of former
Executive Director Richard C. Wulf.
In 1980 the District leased a 55‐acre site at Evergreen Lake from the City and County of Denver.
Built in 1993, the 5,000‐square‐foot Evergreen Lake House is a showcase of rustic log and stone
craftsmanship.
In 1994 District voters passed a bond issue to conserve Noble Meadow and purchase 17 acres of
land in the Bergen Park area. The 17 acres were named Buchanan Park in recognition of one of
Evergreen's historic families. The District subsequently expanded Buchanan Park, and in 2003 it
opened a state‐of‐the‐art Buchanan Park Recreation Center on the site. Buchanan Park Recreation
Center was designed to "compliment" the original Wulf Recreation Center in South Evergreen.

What is a Special District?
Evergreen Park and Recreation District (EPRD) is a Special District – a form of local government
authorized under state law and created to perform a specific purpose. In our case, that purpose is
to serve the park and recreation needs of our constituents. Purposes of other special districts
include fire protection, health services, water and sanitation. We are not part of Jefferson County.
We are a separate entity with our own taxing authority. All tax revenue and other funds we collect
go to serve our park and recreation needs. The District are governed by a Board of Directors
elected by residents of the District.

What are our Boundaries?
Evergreen is easily accessed via I‐70, Hwy 285, or Hwy 74 through Bear Creek Canyon. The District
is one of the largest in the state, covering 50,000 acres (78 square miles) in the foothills west of
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Denver. The District serves the communities of Evergreen, Bergen Park, Indian Hills, Kittredge, and
Marshdale. The Evergreen area is a beautiful and vibrant community of over 40,000 residents.

Who Governs and Manages the District?
The Board of Directors of the Evergreen Park & Recreation District is made up of 5 individuals
elected from the District at large. They each serve for a term of 4 years and may serve up to two
consecutive terms. Board seat elections are held in May of even‐numbered years for those
Directors whose terms have expired. To help ensure continuity of service on the Board, terms are
staggered such that no more than 3 Directors are elected in any given election cycle.
Vacancies that occur between election cycles are filled by the Board of Directors who appoints an
individual to serve out the remaining term of the vacant seat.
Qualifications: To qualify as a Director, a person must be an "elector," which is defined by state
statute as a registered voter of Colorado, and either a resident of the District for not less than 30
days; the owner (or spouse of the owner) of taxable real or personal property situated in the
District; or a person obligated to pay taxes under a contract to purchase taxable property. These
qualifications must be met at the time of candidacy (or appointment), and must be maintained in
order to remain qualified as a Director.
Self‐Nomination Procedure: Citizens who have interest in serving as a Director and who meet the
qualifications to serve as Director may nominate themselves by following the applicable procedure
as specified by the state statute governing Special District elections. Anyone interested in serving
as a Director, should contact the Designated Election Official for the District to obtain the self‐
nomination form and the deadline for filing such a form. Candidates must also check with Jefferson
County Elections to understand the filings required under Colorado's Campaign Finance laws.
The Administrative Staff: This group consists of an Executive Director, the Executive Assistant and
six other members of the Executive Management Team: Recreation Manager, Park Operations
Manager, Marketing Manager, IT Manager, Controller and the Human Resource Manager. The
Executive Director is a park and recreation professional that is appointed by the Board to oversee
day‐to‐day operations. All District employees report directly or indirectly to the Executive Director.

How Many Facilities, Parks, Fields and Trails Does EPRD Have?
Where Are They?
The District operates a number of program venues, principally recreation centers and athletic
fields. The District owns some of these venues and enters into agreements with various
government and private parties, principally the Jefferson County School District, for use by other
5
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groups and organizations. The District oversees the scheduling and maintenance of shared
facilities. User fees are charged to support the maintenance effort.
The District makes its facilities available to help meet the additional needs of the community for
indoor activity space and sports fields. The District constantly seeks opportunities to partner with
other agencies to make the most efficient use of appropriate properties.

FACILITIES
EPRD has two major recreation facilities (Buchanan and Wulf Recreation Facilities), featuring
gymnasiums, indoor pools, dance/aerobics studios, a climbing wall, community rooms, and more;
and the Evergreen Lake House and Boat House.

BUCHANAN RECREATION FACILITY
Physical Address: 32003 Ellingwood Trail (Evergreen Parkway and Old Squaw Pass Road) Mailing
Address: PO Box 520 Evergreen, CO 80437 Phone: 720.880.1100; Fax: 720.880.1180
Center includes: a 41‐foot rock‐like freestanding climbing pinnacle, a leisure pool with slides and
water features, a cardio/weight/fitness area, an indoor cycling room, and 2 meeting/classrooms.
Buchanan Park property includes: 2 multipurpose fields, playground, and the Buchanan ponds.

WULF RECREATION FACILITY
Physical Address: 5300 S. Olive Road (Adjacent to the Evergreen High School) Mailing Address: PO
Box 520, Evergreen, CO 80437 Phone: 720.880.1200; Fax: 720.880.1280
Center includes: a 25‐yard six‐lane pool, a gymnastics gym, a basketball/volleyball gym, a
weight/fitness facility, a handball/racquetball court, a dance studio, a playschool room, and 3
meeting/class rooms. Wulf Recreation Center property includes: 4 tennis courts, 2 sand volleyball
courts, 2 playgrounds, a skate park, and a mile long asphalt fitness trail.

EVERGREEN LAKE HOUSE
Physical Address: 29614 Upper Bear Creek Road (Do not send mail here) (Log building at the lake)
Mailing Address: PO Box 520, Evergreen, CO 80437 Phone: 720.880.1300; Fax: 720.880.1380;
Skating Hotline: 720.880.1391 & Boating Hotline: 720.880.1390
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Center includes: a Great Room with a large stone fireplace and an Octagon room. Evergreen Lake
Park includes: a 40 acre lake, 1 acre park with picnic tables and grills, wetlands, an observation
boardwalk, a 1.3 mile long trail, a historical boat/warming house.

PARKS
General Information: There are four types of parks that exist within the District: Regional,
Community, Specialty, and Neighborhood. Regional parks are the work of federal, state, county,
and City of Denver agencies. The District exercises an important advisory role with these agencies
in the development of large regional parks. It is through the District's input on these projects that it
has been able to promote preservation of Evergreen's natural environment and the mountain
character of our community.
The bulk of the District's park work is with community and specialty parks; and although it is a goal
to increase the inventory of all public parkland, in the District, it is with these smaller parks that
most of our labor, and our funds will be spent. Community parks normally consist of a few acres
of land improved with parking, playground and picnic equipment, ball fields, bicycle paths, and
where feasible, grass. Community parks have been established at Buchanan Park, Indian Hills,
Kittredge, Marshdale, Evergreen Lake, and the Wulf Recreation Center.
Specialty Parks are designed or designated for special uses, often requiring the construction of
facilities unique to those uses. Examples include dog, skateboard, and equestrian parks; each of
which the District would like to improve upon or add to Evergreen's inventory of parklands.
Neighborhood parks are small parcels of land intended to serve high density populations in their
surrounding neighborhoods and may be privately owned for the exclusive use of local residents.
The District will supplement substantial efforts of individual neighborhoods to create their own
parks. The amount of District assistance will depend on the degree of public access and control.
In addition to all of the elementary school playgrounds maintained by Jefferson County School
District in the community, the Evergreen Park and Recreation District maintains playgrounds at
Arrowhead Park, Buchanan Park, Wulf Recreation Center's "Tot Lot", Kittredge Park, and Marshdale
Park.
Buchanan Park: Buchanan Park, which currently includes a recreation center, two athletic fields, a
playground, trails, and two fishing ponds. The 2008 Buchanan Park Master Plan was approved
unanimously by the Evergreen Park and Recreation District Board of Directors January 22, 2008.
Graham Park: Graham Park is adjacent to Bergen Valley Elementary School and was dedicated
Sunday, November 5, 2006. Mr. David Graham donated the entire 4.47 acres. The park was named
in honor of Mr. Graham's recently deceased father and brother who shared his appreciation of
parks and recreation for the youths of our community.
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Marshdale Park: A Ribbon Cutting Ceremony was held Saturday, September 22, 2007 at Marshdale
Park. A variety of sports are accommodated at this park where two large synthetic turf fields have
been completed. Each season they are striped for a different combination of sports. The park
already has two tennis courts, a playground, and a picnic pavilion. Watch for court re‐surfacing and
perhaps an additional playground in upcoming seasons.
Stagecoach Park: A Ribbon Cutting Ceremony was held Tuesday, October 9, 2007. There is a
playground, fields and the District planted 90 trees on the site and transplanted 4 older growth
trees that existed on the site and moved them to the southeast corner. The trees were partially
funded by a grant from the Colorado Parks and Recreation Association Foundation, which is
sponsored by Leanin'Tree, Inc. and the Colorado Home and Garden Show.

FIELDS
Baseball, softball, football, lacrosse, and soccer participants are some of the most active
enthusiasts in the Evergreen area. They pursue these activities through programs offered by the
District and, more commonly, through private associations that work in conjunction with the
District.
The District currently owns or provides some management and maintenance assistance with
seventeen fields, including fields owned by the Jefferson County School District. The School District
retains and exercises priority of use on its fields.
Significant improvements have been made to fields at Marshdale Park, Buffalo Park, Evergreen
Middle School, Wilmot Elementary, and the Evergreen High School soccer, baseball, and football
fields. Development of outdoor facilities at Buchanan Park and at the Bergen Valley Elementary
School has created welcome additions to area field resources.
In spite of this progress, there are not yet enough fields in the mountain area to fully meet the
needs of the District's programs and the community's sports associations. Some associations must
use other field locations in the Denver area to practice and play their "home" games.
Shorter mountain growing seasons, lack of suitable water for irrigation, and above average costs
have impacted our ability to develop new grass fields. The District has taken responsibility for
improving old fields and planning new ones under these unique conditions. Intricate planning is
required to mesh District adult softball, outdoor volleyball, and youth camps with the field needs of
local athletic associations. Generally, the District accommodates the athletic association groups
participating in football, soccer, and lacrosse by allowing exclusive use of needed fields in the fall
and spring. Youth softball and baseball and adult softball teams are given primary access to fields in
the summer.
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The District will balance the need for athletic fields with the need to maintain the mountain
residential character of the community and the standards set by the Evergreen Area Community
Plan.
Total of existing fields

Baseball/softball
Football/lacrosse
Soccer

10
4
1
3
12
6

250 feet or less
275 feet or more
60 yards
100 yards
small
full

TRAILS
Recreational trail use in the District including hiking, biking, running, horseback riding, and viewing
a variety of wildlife has become quite popular for both District residents and visitors from the
metropolitan area. The primary role of the District regarding trails is to identify opportunities to
connect trails and to facilitate the acquisition of land or interest in land needed to make these
connections. Larger governmental agencies construct lengthy regional trails that the District then
seeks connections to from a variety of schools, commercial sites, and recreational facilities in the
community. The District will use the Evergreen Area Community Plan and perceived recreational
needs as the basis for trail location and construction in accordance with the mountainous character
of the community.

Where Does the Money to Run the District Come From?
EPRD’s annual appropriations (as of 2010) are approximately $7.4 million. Approximately 53% of
the appropriations come from fees and charges for programs and facilities and 47% from property
taxes. Other funding comes from the Colorado Lottery, Jefferson County Open Space, grants,
support from private foundations and other contributions. Our annual mill levy is approximately
6.98 mills, with 4.328 mills devoted to operations budget, and 2.605 mills devoted to debt
retirement.
EPRD strives to make the best use of taxpayer dollars whenever possible. Some of the ways we do
this are through:
• The EPRD Foundation which is a 501(c)3 organization that raises money specifically to
help EPRD fund capital projects and programs, as well as offer scholarships to local
families in need of financial assistance for participants to have access to EPRD’s programs
and facilities.
• Grants acquired during the past decade have exceeded 5 million dollars.
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District Employees
There are approximately 33 full‐time employees at EPRD. There are approximately 180
hourly/seasonal staff year round (and 295 during the summer) needed to fill the needs of parks,
children’s programs, pools, sports and athletics programs during the summer time.

Outstanding Programming
Over 1,500 class offerings are mailed to the public three times a year through a District brochure. A
wide variety of programs are offered throughout the District for all ages. Cultural Arts, Wellness
and Fitness, Sports, Children’s Programs and Camps, Seniors, Special Populations, Aquatics,
Gymnastics ‐ these are just a taste of what EPRD has to offer.
EPRD presents special events throughout the year. A concert series runs every other Wednesday
throughout the Summer and is held at the Evergreen Lake House.
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Evergreen Park and Recreation District
PO Box 520, Evergreen, CO 80437
tel: 720‐880‐1010 • fax: 720‐880‐1080 • www.evergreenrecreation.com
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